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What are you looking at? Scientists find men and women really do look at
things differently (and surprisingly, men look at the mouth while women focus
on the body)
By Mark Prigg

PUBLISHED: 11:18 EST, 1 August 2012 | UPDATED: 11:19 EST, 1 August 2012

It is something many have always suspected, but scientists have finally settled one of the great arguments between the sexes.

Researchers at the University of Southern California have found that men and women really do look at things differently.

The team studied 34 participants as they watched videos of people being interviewed. 

Look into my eyes: Researchers found men and women focus on different things during a conversation - for men, it is the mouth, while women look at the eyes and body of the person they are chatting to

Distractions such as pedestrians, bicycles and cars passed in the background within the video frame.

The researchers tracked the movement of the participants' pupils as they looked at the screen, and found that men, when focused on the person being interviewed, fixed their eyes on
the speaker's mouth, while it was women who looked at the eyes and body. 

The researchers say it could actually help women to decode non verbal cues.

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/search.html?s=&authornamef=Mark+Prigg


8/1/12 10:05 AMWhat are you looking at? Scientists find men and women really do look at things differently | Mail Online

Page 2 of 6http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-2182182/What-looking-S…tists-men-women-really-look-things-differently.html?ito=feeds-newsxml

Don't look into the eyes - researchers found men focus on the mouth, while women look at the eyes and body

'If women are more able to decode nonverbal cues, then fixating [on] regions outside the mouth would yield more information about the speaker for women than men,' the researchers
wrote in a paper in the journal Vision Research.

'Our current explanation is that women rely more on features relating to the social nature of the scene to direct attention, whereas men rely more on motion features.'

MOST READ NEWS
Previous
1
2
3
4
Next

 Forging of the Mandarin mermaid: How Chinese children are...

 The world's worst self portraits: Posers who should have...

 Bird strike leaves MASSIVE hole in United Airlines jet as it...

 China's most incredible mother: Staggering story of the...

 'There was feathers and blood everywhere': Boy's shock after...

 Mystery over tragic 'murder-suicide' at rich businessman's...

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-2182182/What-looking-Scientists-men-women-really-look-things-differently.html?ito=feeds-newsxml#
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-2182182/What-looking-Scientists-men-women-really-look-things-differently.html?ito=feeds-newsxml#
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-2182182/What-looking-Scientists-men-women-really-look-things-differently.html?ito=feeds-newsxml#
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-2182182/What-looking-Scientists-men-women-really-look-things-differently.html?ito=feeds-newsxml#
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-2182182/What-looking-Scientists-men-women-really-look-things-differently.html?ito=feeds-newsxml#
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-2182182/What-looking-Scientists-men-women-really-look-things-differently.html?ito=feeds-newsxml#
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2181374/Ye-Shiwen--forging-Mandarin-mermaid-How-Chinese-children-brutalised-future-Olympians.html?ICO=most_read_module
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2181451/The-camera-lies-Amateur-models-pose-pout-mirrors-worlds-worst-self-taken-shots.html?ICO=most_read_module
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2181872/Bird-strike-leaves-MASSIVE-hole-United-Airlines-jet-lands-Denver-airport.html?ICO=most_read_module
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2181017/Lou-Xiaoying-Story-Chinese-woman-saved-30-abandoned-babies-dumped-street-trash.html?ICO=most_read_module
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2180495/Kingda-Ka-Six-Flags-Bird-hits-boy-face-worlds-tallest-rollercoaster.html?ICO=most_read_module
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2181899/Police-BACKTRACK-murder-suicide-theory-initially-claiming-devoutly-Catholic-mother-gunned-son-10-daughter-killing-husband-reading-book.html?ICO=most_read_module

