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<« back to the original cover artwork

Al Taul is holding a piece of asrogel, certified as the lightest
aolid on Earth by the Guinness Book of World Records. Lsed
in M&SA&'s Stardust mission to capture cosmic particles for:
analysiz on Earth, aerogel is 1000 times less dense than glass,
being compozed of 99.5% air. In her callahoration with Jet
Propulsion Lak (IPLY, Aarilis experimenting with marrying
rion-traditional materials with machining and rapid prototyping.
methods. The cover image is a brain lazer-etched on aerogel.

Auril studied advertising at the University of Texas at Austin
{B.5c., 1998% and worked as anvart director at an advertising
agency {1995-2000%. She has been a graduate industrial design
student, focuzing on product and envvironmental design, at the
Art Center Collene of Design ¢ Pasadena, California) since
2001 Thiz pragram encourages students 1o explare their
creative process through traditional and scientific
understanding of thought and creation. Lecturers from the
Califarnia Institute of Technology and JPL enrich the program
with classes on the scientific foundations of brain evolution,
neurdzcience, and aerospace research.

One of April's projects is currently exhibited in The Art of
Thought {Los Andeles), a show curated by K. Abeles. This
exhibition celebrates the processes of thought, through
displays that range from brain scans to expressions.of creative
thinking. &pril's "Fersonal Museurn' celebrates the humat body
with an entire collection of miniature radiological scans
embedded in the thickness of five metre-long acrylic bars. The
refraction of the embedded images reveals the exhibition anly
at specific angles, requiring a wiewer's interactive exploration of
‘the museunt piece.

April iz alza working with U5Cs computational neuroscience
laboratary . In particular, she is designing and rodelling the
mechanical comparnents of iLab's Beobat autonomous mohile
robats. Her latest project is an interactive aerogel exhibition at
‘the California Science Center ¢ Los Angeles)
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